“WE BELIEVE”

“We believe that Jesus died and rose again and sow e believe that God will bring
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him.” (1 Thessalonians 4:14)

What do we believe? We believe that we will have a  wet spring -- maybe? We
believe the Cubs will finally win the big one —pro  bably not? We believe in God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit — abso  lutely!

While we may have different opinions about many thi ngs, we are in complete
agreement about these: We believe in God the Fathe r, the Creator, and in Christ,
His Son, who was born of a virgin, suffered to save us, and then rose again. We
believe in the Holy Spirit who gives us our faith t hrough the means of grace.

The God to whom we cling by faith is the one who ma  de all there is. And though He
calls each star by name, He also calls us His own ¢ hildren. In His eternal heart of
love, He conceived of a way to embrace a sinful wor  Id. We believe this Way to be
the Truth and the Life.

We believe He's the Savior of all. Jesus became th e innocent victim of suffering as
He died for us. But he pried himself free from Dea  th’s icy fingers and flew to the
realm of heaven beyond to a seat of highest honor, reserved only for Him since
before even time began.

Our beliefs aren’t owned only by us. We share them with millions who commune
with us from Christ’s cup, all the while looking up with grateful hearts, thankful for
our forgiveness and for the life yet to come.

Contemplate Jesus Christ, the risen and glorified L ord, seated on His throne. Come
boldly into His presence convinced that He died to make your relationship with Him
possible.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Baldwin



Do not be ashamed!

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” — Romans 1:16

Have you ever been ashamed of something you have do  ne? Maybe you said
something that you wish you hadn’t or maybe you did something you know your
parents or even your God wouldn’t be too proud of. | think we would all agree that
there are things in our lives we are a bit ashamed of; however, as Christians, there
Is something we should never be ashamed of, and tha  tis the gospel, the message
of Jesus coming to pay for the sins of the world an d rising again from the dead.

That isn’t what the world around us says though, is it? Sometimes Christians are
viewed as being intolerant and exclusive. Itisal  most as if we are told that we ought
to be ashamed of the gospel and of the God who has given us new life. But we
know from scripture that this couldn’t be further f rom the truth.

Paul tells us in Romans 1:16 that he is not ashamed of the gospel, and for good
reason! First of all, one reason might be in what the word “gospel” means: good
news. Who in their right mind would be ashamed of sharing good news? More than
that, Paul tells us that the gospel is the power of God for salvation for all who
believe. Now that is good news, isn't it?

My friends in Christ, | want to encourage youtoli  sten to Paul. | want you to know
that you do not need to be ashamed of the gospel be  cause it is that very gospel,
that good news of Jesus that has washed away all yo  ur sins and has given you new
life in His name. It is through that good news of the gospel that our God has taken
all those things you have been ashamed of, removing them from you as far as the
east is from the west (Psalm 103:12).

Do not be ashamed of the gospel. Instead, be proud of the God who has saved you.
Be proud of the One who has called you out of the d  arkness of your sin, into the
kingdom of the one He loves. Do not be ashamed of  the gospel, share that good
news whenever you can, after all, it is the power o f God for the salvation of all who
believe. Amen.

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor James
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The Passion of our Lord is the over-riding emphasis in March. The theme of our midweek
Lenten services is The Sign of Jonah. Do plan to come each Wednesday for a light
supper and stay for an inspiring service as we follow Jonah on his journey...and Jesus on
his way to the cross.

Special music for March includes:

March 7 — The Chancel Choir will be singing Lloyd Larson’s wonderful arrangement of
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” that includes the familiar hymn “Alas and Did My
Savior Bleed.” Beautifully flowing, this anthem is filled with the awe Christians experience
at the magnitude of our Father’s love for His children.

March 10 — During our fourth Lenten service the Alleluia Ringers will be playing an
arrangement of “Were You There?” Reflective of the events of Holy Week, this quiet
meditation on the traditional spiritual was initially arranged for solo piano by Joel Raney
and adapted here for handbells by Arnold Sherman.

March 21 — The Chancel Choir anthem for the day is “Above All.” Arnold Sherman brings
both traditional and contemporary elements together in this dynamic new anthem that
explores the depths of God'’s love for us. Listen for “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
beautifully woven into the middle section. The combination of these forces makes for a
powerful worship presentation.

March 28 — Passion week begins with Palm Sunday. The Alleluia Ringers will be playing
Cynthia Dobrinski's arrangement of “All Glory, Laud and Honor.” This anthem maintains
excitement and energy from beginning to end with big chords and a sprinkling of shakes,
martellatos, ring touches, swings, thumb damps, martellato lifts, and an echo, as well as a
malleted section. This one is not only fun to play, it is inspiring for the listener as well.

Like Christians for over 2000 years, we honor our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem with chants
of “Hosanna!” The Chancel Choir anthem, “Rejoice and Sing, 'Hosanna to the King!” is a
joyous Palm Sunday anthem that rings with “Hosannas” - as well as prayers asking to
make us ready to receive Him personally.

Looking ahead, a line-up of great music is already planned for April when we celebrate the
Resurrection and observe the rite of Confirmation.

May the music ministry at St. Paul serve to lift your soul and strengthen your faith.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Ruth Bruha
Director of Music
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Fellow saints and stewards at St. Paul Lutheran Church,

One of the eight stewardship principles of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod states,
“God’s stewards are served and serving.” As we approach another Lenten season we
celebrate the Savior who served us “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

Because of His sacrifice and service, we have the joy of serving in our family, congregation,
and community. The staff of Iowa District West celebrates all those who are serving on
various District boards and committees. Because congregations not only share their
financial resources with lowa District West, but also their professional people resources,
together we are able to touch many lives in the name of Jesus and extend His kingdom into
all the world.

I thank your congregation for sharing the service of:
DCE Amy Schmidt — Youth Gathering Committee and Coordinator for

National Youth Gathering

While this service has been a blessing to District ministries, we trust that it has also been a
blessing to each servant as their experiences have been broadened and to each congregation
as mission information and ministry resources have been gained.

Served and serving!

oz

Rev. Bob Riggert
Executive Assistant for Stewardship
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St. Paul Lutheran Preschool is “marching
into March.” We have a busy month
planned.

Our Jesus Time lessons will include
stories about Jesus performing miracles
during His time on earth. We will also
learn about some people with whom
Jesus spent time, like Mary and Martha
and his disciples. We will also hear of
Jesus’ final weeks on earth. Our thematic
units will be ducks, chicks, dinosaurs, St.
Patrick’s Day, Palm Sunday, Easter and
signs of Spring.

Registration for 2010-11 is complete. All
classes — 3 yr., 4 yr., and Pre-K — are
filled to capacity. The three-year-old class
Is expanding next year from 21 students
to 32 students. We will be hiring a third
associate beginning in the 2010-11 year.
If you are interested in part-time (5-8
hours/week) associate work with three-
year-olds, please contact our Preschool
Board President, Troy Marshall or me.
Interviews will be conducted this Spring.

| hope your March is truly magnificent!
God’s blessings to you,
Mrs. Susan J. Smith

Director/Teacher
St. Paul Lutheran Preschool

We are continually reminded of the many
mission opportunities we have where we
can “serve the Lord with gladness and
glorify His name!” Our Mission Weekend
and our speaker, Gary Thies, showed us
needs both around the world and in our
own back yard! Thank you to all who
contributed to our Health Kit mission.

The Des Moines East Zone LWML Spring
Rally will take place on March 27 from
9:00 am — 1:00 pm and is hosted by
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Altoona.
Registration Fee is $6.00 which includes a
continental breakfast and lunch. The
theme of the Spring Rally is “Renewed by
the Spirit”. If you would like to attend,
please contact Jane Thompson, 289-
1018.

Please plan to join us at our next LWML
meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday,
March 9 at 7:00 pm. The evening will
include devotions, Bible study, and
Christian fellowship. Our hostesses for
the evening are Nancy Harvey, Sarah
Bailey, Malisa Davies and Millie Chute.

A special thank you to all the ladies who
helped serve the Lenten supper on Ash
Wednesday.

Your sisters in Christ,

Jane Thompson, LWML President
Betty McConnell, LWML Vice President
Carol Wenndt, LWML Secretary

Kathy Witt, LWML Treasurer

Renewed by the Spirit



March LWML Mission Project

As this article is written we wait with great anticipation for Mission and Ministry weekend
the last weekend in February. What a blessing it will be to hear Gary Thies and his
message about Mission Central in Mapleton, lowa. Gary is such an inspiring speaker
who we are sure will encourage us to not be “normal” but to be missionaries who are
reaching the world for Christ by serving, sending, and praying.

Our March LWML Project will be to support Mission Central in whatever way God has
planned for us as we learn of their needs. Please watch for more details in the bulletin and
on the table in the Narthex following Gary’s visit.

St. Paul has been growing a great deal over the last several years and as a result, there
are a whole lot of new faces in the crowd on Saturdays and Sundays. To help us get to
know our brothers and sisters in Christ a bit better, St. Paul will be havin% our very first
name tag weekend! When you come to church on the weekend of the 6" and 7", you will
be asked to create a name tag using a specific color based on how long you have been a
member at St. Paul. Then, during the welcome time before worship and the fellowship
time before Sunday school and Bible Class, you will be invited to introduce yourself to
somebody with a DIFFERENT colored name tag. Please be sure to be at church March
6™ or 7" to get to know someone new!

BOY SCOUT TROOP 73

Ankeny Boy Scout Troop 73, sponsored by St. Paul
Lutheran Church, was selected by the Mid-lowa Boy
* Scout’s Council to participate in the flag ceremony at the
inaugural governor’s luncheon for scouting on Janua ry
lEL L L L 70. The event took place at the Meadows Events and
Conference Center in Altoona. This event also cele  brated the 100 " anniversary of
Boy Scouts and kicked off a fundraising campaign fo r the Mid-lowa Council of Boy
Scouts of America. Andrew Stofferahn, John Martin, and Scott Martin — members of
St. Paul — were some of the participants. Congratu lations to Troop 73 for this great
honor! May God continue to bless your work and gro wth in Him!

<\
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA,




At the quarterly Voters Assembly on February 22", the
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Voters unanimously approved enrolling our congregation in
AY)\)/A STEPHEN NTOERY AbP ) U En9TEY
. MINISTRIES Stephen Ministry. Many of our members have already
SAITNT LOUIS - received care by a Stephen Minister in the past or have

participated in Stephen Ministry as a Caregiver.

Pastor Fernandez and his wife, Jackie, will attend Stephen Leader training in St. Louis
from April 11-17, 2010. Upon completion of the training, Pastor James and Jackie will
implement and direct Stephen Ministry in our congregation. Pastor Mark and Marci will

serve as support Leaders as they have also been trained as Stephen Leaders.

Stephen Ministry is a supervised ministry. Stephen Ministers — who receive 50 hours of
training by the Stephen Leaders — engage in twice-monthly supervision to ensure that they
are providing the best-quality Christian care. Stephen Ministers are not counselors. They

are trained Christian caregivers. Their role is to listen and care — not counsel or advise.

Stephen Ministry is also a confidential ministry. Even in supervision, the names of care
receivers and specific details are never discussed. Stephen Ministers do not make cold
calls. They are assigned only to people who agree to receive the care of a Stephen

Minister.

The cost for enrolling and for the training is approximately $4100.00. The Voters
Assembly approval of the enroliment included the fact that the cost would not come out of
the budget, but that the cost would be covered through fund raising among our members.

$1000.00 has already been pledged toward this effort. Please prayerfully consider giving

a donation to Stephen Ministry — St. Paul. Place your offering in an envelope and mark it
“Stephen Ministry.”

May the Lord bless this exciting ministry as we move forward as a “Hope-Sharing”

Congregation.
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Fore! Wwe are on our way to Arizona to visit the St. Paul snowbirds and go golfing. We
will be walking 1,438 miles to Surprise, Arizona . We could use some help! Come walk

with us and help us achieve our goal. We have fun and several laughs, too. We would
love to have you be a part of our group. Come join us Sunday evenings for our
informational meeting and to walk. Come to walk only on Tuesdays and Thursdays during
the week or you can walk anytime the church is open. Call or email Joy Livingston for
more information: 515-971-1323 or joylivingston@att.net.

March 7: Vitamin D

March 14: Cardio Exercise
March 21: Field trip

March 28: 10,000 steps

Thrivent Financial is sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive on
Monday, March 29 from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m . in the Fellowship
Hall at St. Paul Lutheran Church. A light supper will be served to all

donors. To set up an appointment, please contact Carol Wenndt at
964-2403.



